NATIONAL AUTISM STRATEGIES
AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

Denmark

Scotland

2006: the National
Autism Plan was first
published

2011: the Scottish
Strategy for Autism was
developed by the
Scottish Government
working in partnership
with the Convention of
Scottish Local Authorities
(COSLA), the two
national autism
organizations, and a

Wales

2008-2018: The
Welsh Assembly
adopted the
Autistic Spectrum
Disorder Strategic
Action Plan for
Wales

Hungary

2008-2013: the five-year
National Autism Strategy
was commissioned by
the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labour and
prepared under the
supervision of the
Hungarian Autistic
Society

UK

2009: Autism Act - first
autism-specific legislation
adopted in Europe
2010: the Act led to the
release of “Fulfilling and
rewarding lives: the
strategy for adults living
with Autism in England”

Ireland

US

2006: Combating Autism Act related to NIH autism research
2019: Autism Cares Act increases annual budget on
autism efforts to $369.7 million
through 2024. Reauthorizes and
expands the Interagency Autism
Coordinating Committee (IACC)
Many states also have
mandates relating to autism,
mainly related to insurance
coverage for therapies. For
instance, the Michigan ASD State
Plan includes specific actions
relevant to insurance reform,

2012: Autism Bill
introduced in the
Assembly - placed a
statutory obligation on
Government to adopt a
strategy, two years after
passing of the
ActIreland 2012: Autism
Bill introduced in the
Assembly - placed a
statutory obligation on
Government to adopt a
strategy, two years after
passing of the Act

Spain

2015: Spanish Strategy for
ASD unanimously adopted by
Council of Ministers

France

2005-2007; 2008-2010;
2013-2017: Government
developed three Autism
Plans
2018-2022: The 4th

Bulgaria

2012-2013: the Ministry
of Health prepared
“Measures to improve
care for helping people
with autism and ASD,
and their families”. In
August 2013 this
document was approved
by the Minister of Health
as a national autism plan

Italy

2007: “Progetto
nazionale autismo”,
to be developed at
national and
regional levels, has
been proposed by
the national
working table on
autism set up by

Australia

Federal Government
adopted specific autism
legislation providing
public funding to states
Each state also
developed its own

New Zealand

2008: 1st edition of the
Autism Spectrum
Disorder Guideline
(Ministries of Health and
Education)
2016: 2nd edition;
incorporates updates
developed through living
guideline process

